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EXTRACTS 
From a singular Correspondence. 


We think we cannot do a hetter service to the cause of piety, than 
to give our readers the following extracts from a singular corres- 
pondence, chiefly carried on by the Rev. Mr. Wilson, of this town, 
and two entire strangers to him, of another. It originated in the con- 
viction and conversion of a young lady of Waltham, Massachusetts ; 
who, being in Providence, seven years ago the first of January, 1824, 
providentially attended an evening lecture of his. She received those 
serious impressions of eternal concerns, which, according to the best 
evidence we are capable of receiving, ultimated in her becoming a fol- 
lower of the Lord Jesus Christ. In three fleeting months after, she 
was a disembodied spirit, and no doubt, joined the redeemed in para- 
dise, who are waiting for their resurrection bodies, and to take full 
possession of the inheritance of the saints in light. The correspond- 
ence was commenced, by the young lady mentioned. Her sudden 
flight to the eternal world, introduced one or two others, whose let- 
ters speak of her character, her triumphant departure, of the conver- 
sion and death of several of her friends. Ail which are extremely 
interesting circumstances, and calculated to show us, the power and 
excellency of the spiritual, heart-felt religion of our precious Redeem- 
er, the necessity of being prepared for death, as we are unacquainted 
with the hour which will number our days, and bring us to the world 
of spirits. They also show something of the wonderful dealings of 
God with his creatures. ‘‘ Clouds and dar’ness are round about him,” 
but “ righteousness and judgment are the habitation of bis throne.” 
We are aware that this correspondence will not be new to all our 
readers, but itis of such an interesting character, that, we are persuad- 
ed, those, to whom it is not new, will esteem it, and, moreover, be. 
; 14. 
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glad of the publicity of these extracts, in the hope, that they may beneiit 
others. We well recollect the death-like silence of a congregation in Mr. 
Wilson’s Vestry, to whom these letters were first disclosed. They were 
received before another congregation in a neighbouring town, in the 
same solemn manner ;* and we can but hope, that the extracts which 
faithfully contain all the pith and moment of the letters, will touch the 
hearts of our readers ; cause the spiritually minded to rejoice in that re- 
deeming grace, which was triumphantly displayed in the conversion of 
this young lady and several of her friends, and induce all to bow, ere it 
be everlastingly too late, to that Saviour, who comes quickly, and 
whose reward is with him. We cannot forbear to mention a few 
circumstances which gave the correspondence a peculiar interest to 
Mr. Wilson, and which, of all the rest, are the most affecting. The 
letter of the young lady which informed him of her hope in Christ, was 
received but a few days previous to that which contained the mourn- 
ful intelligence, that she was dead. Her letter, it will be seen, was 
dated March 28, 1817. That which informed him of her decease, 
was dated April 4, 1817. She was ill but three days ; and on the 
same day in which she expected to be in Providence, to declare to 
him, who had been instrumental in ber conversion, what great things 
the Lord had done for her soul, she was conveyed te the cold and si- 


lent tomb. Dear reader! “ boast not thyself of to-morrow.”—Ed. 
R. I. Bap. 


Waltham, March 23, 1817. 
REV. MR. WILSON, 

Dear Sir—Although a stranger to you, I have no 
doubt but you will rejoice at the good news which | 
have to relate. I have to inform you, that you have been 
an instrument in the hand of God of converting my soul 
to him. Being in Providence on a visit, | was invited 
with a young lady, who came with me, by a friend of 
her’s, a member of your church, to hear your lecture on 
new-year’s evening. 1 went out of respect to her, as 
careless, and light-mind, as I should have entered a 
ballroom—but the moment I sat down, I was struck 
with an awtul solemnity ; the very walls of the room 
looked sacred, and your appearance, sir, to me, from 
the pulpit, is past description. { have reason to bless 
God [ever saw your face, or was led to hear your 
voice. It is not in my power to make any one sensible 





*These letters were also the means of converting one person, who shines as a light in 
the world. It is supposed that they were thus blessed to others They were often re 
ferred to, for some time after, by converts who joined Mr. Wilson's church. 
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what my teelings were on that evening. It appeared 
to me, had you spoken through a trumpet into my ears, 
the words could not have came more direct. | must 
acknowledge it was the first preaching | ever heard. 
| made anattempt to rush through the crowd, and be 
you to pray for me; bat thought the people would think 
me deranged, as no one knew me. _ | was to go out of 
town early the next morning, or | should have come 
and seen you. | believe your prayers were not limited, 
but extended to all, which was a great satisfaction to 
me, in my distress, | canassure you. I am very inpa- 
tient, sir, to see you, as I have much to communicate. 
| feel a tender attachment to you, and your church, 
and although a few miles separate us, my heart is with 
you. I hope to see you in a short time. My parents 
have moved, two weeks since, to South-Carolina, and 
left me with a maiden aunt, who has purchased an es- 
tate in Providence, and thinks she shall make that her 
place of residence for the future, which will be hn 
pleasing to me. Nothing short of the love of God, 
would have induced me, to have parted with my dear 
parents; but my dear aunt loves me as tenderly as 
they do, and our affections are reciprocal ; all the love, 
however, I have for my friends, is nothing to the love I 
feel for my Redeemer. I solicit an interest in your 
prayers for me and my friends. 

Waltham, April 4, 1817. 
REV. MR. WILSON, 

My highly esteemed friend—W ith trembling hands and 
aching heart, | have undertaken the distressing task of 
informing you, that my dear niece, ****** *, ******, 
is no more. A_ blow, which is almost insupporta- 
ble. On the first day of April, she was taken with 
a bad cold, which terminated in the lung fever, and 
mocked the skill of our most eminent physicians. Af- 
ter an illness of three days, she resigned her spirit into 
the hands of that God, who gave it; and, in that God, 
[put my trast for strength to support me under this 
affliction of his divine providence. In the midst of my 
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grief, it 13 a Consolation to reflect on her exuliation in 


the last hour, and the patience and resignation with 
which she bore her sickness. She expressed a great 
desire to see you from the first to the last, and wished 
you to be sent for; but being told the distance was too 
great, she calmly replied, “ well, if | see him no more in 
this world, | feel a full assurance of seeing him in heav- 
en.” This hasty letter is in compliance with her re- 
quest, or [should have waited until more composed, in 
my mind. She wished me to write to you and tell you 
she died blessing the Lord she ever heard your voice. 
She also desired, with the last words which could be 
understood, that her love might be presented to you, 
your church, and family. and her dear friend, *** ***, 
and loudly exclaiming, + Lord Jesus receive my spirit,” 
expired inafew moments. The day appointed for her 
to visit Providence, she was consigned to the silent 
tomb. Oh! the uncertainty of every thing earthly. 
My hands, sir, are so convulsed, and I am so feeble, that 
I cannot write, at present, what I wish to. I am afraid 
you cannot read what I have written. I can assure 
you, you and yours will always be inexpressibly dear 
to me, and I should be happy, and will use every en- 
deavour, to commence a personal acquaintance with 
you and family. Remember me affectionately to your 
wife and daughter, and to Miss »***, 


New-York, Sept. 10, 1817. 
REV. MR. WILSON, 

Jy respected friend—I once more attempt to write 
you. I should have written before, but have been ex- 
pecting are week to return to Waltham. By the in- 
tercession of my friends, however, I have passed al- 


most five months in this place. Iam happy to inform 
you, my dear friend, that my sore afflictions have 
pers to me a blessing, and i have been brought to 

w, humbly, at the footstool of Christ. I spent three 
tonths in great disiress, which, to me, appeared al- 
most insupportable. At length, giving myself wholly 
up to God, the thick clouds were dispersed, and I saw 
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my Saviour’s smiling face. Those days of sorrow are 
exchanged for days of rejoicing. O, the unbounded 
mercy of God! in lending a listening ear to the suppli- 
cations of so uawortlhy a creature. 

* * * * * 

‘The world, my dear friend, wears a different aspect, 
in my sight, to what it ever did before. 1 have — 
been taking shadows for substance, and vanities for 
pleasures, but I vow believe, with the poet— 


‘** They build too low, who build beneath the skies.”’ 


It was a renewal of griefto me, when I first met with 
my niece’s father, He came from Charleston, bowed 
to the earth with grief, for this dear child claimed too 
much of his affections, as well as mine. He came from 
home with an intention of visiting Waltham and Provi- 
dence, but he was sent for to return, in consequence of 
the sickness of his wife. I presented him with the dear 
affectionate letter, which you sent to his daughter, over 
which he shed many tears. He requested me to write 
you, sir, and beg you to accept his unfeigned respects, 
with all the love and esteem which can flow from a 
heart overwhelmed with gratitude, assuring you, that 
the first visit he makes to Providence, he shall call on 
you without fail. lam very sorry | am not to see you 
as soon as [| anticipated. I received a letter from 
Charleston, last week, with the news of my brother's 
wife being sick, and I am requested to come on, as she 
is very anxious to see me. I think of goingsoon. * 

: 4 My anxiety is very great, indeed, 
to see you, and | hope, in the course of divine provi- 
dence, to be so happy as to see you in a short time, as 
my visit to Charleston will not be along one. I think it 
| is quite remarkable that my mind should be exercised 
> in the same manner towards you, and your church, as 
was that ofmy neice. Ihave never felt a wish to make 
my mind known to any one but family friends, until I 


could lay my heart open to you. 
+ « é 
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1 will just mention, that while [ was in my distress, I 
retired a few moments, one afternoon, to my chamber, 
and fell into a deep sleep. I dreamed you came into 
my room, and told me your name, and repeated these 
words: “my dear friend, I came to tell you, he, whose 
name is wonderful, will not lay more upon you, than he 
will enable you to bear.” * * ° 

Charleston, Jan. 28, 1820. 
REV. MR. WILSON, 

Dear Sir—A favourable opportunity to write to you 
affords me much pleasure ; yet the idea of paining your 
bosom again with another Caen made in our family 
by death, is a very unpleasant task. I have to inform 

ou that my late niece’s father has deceased, after an 


illness of two months. It was occasioned bya fall from - 


a horse, and terminated in a consumption, which ended 
the life of another of my dearest friends. About four 
weeks after he was taken sick, he wrote to you by a 
gentleman of this place, who took passage in a vessel 
bound to Providence, but was unfortunately drowned 
on his passage. He wrote to inform you of his sick- 
ness, and the distress of his mind. He was quite impa- 
tient for an answer to his letter, and often observed 
that he believed, when you did write, your letter would 
contain some word of comfort to his soul. The news 
of his letter not reaching you, was a great disappoint- 
ment tohim. His distress appeared to increase until 
two weeks before he died, when he was brought to re- 
joice in God. Oh! what a happy soul from that time 
until the morning he expired. I have not a doubt, my 
dear friend, but he has met his dear departed daugh- 
ter, whose death has caused him to shed many tears, 
and pass many sleepless nights. Oh! what a pleasure 
it affords me to think their happy souls are united for 
ever. I believe one spirit runs through the family, for 
my brother was very anxious to see you in his sick- 
ness, and often repeated the words spoken by my dear 
niece, which ivtimated her assurance of meeting you in 
heaven. He said it appeared to him as a promise 
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made to her, and that it was his daily prayer, that he 
might witness the glorious meeting. 
* a ‘* * aa 
He died a happy soul, blessed with his senses until the 
last moment. He repeated the words last spoken by 
his dear daughter: “Lord Jesus receive my spiri 
1 can assure you, my dear friend, this was a severe tri- 
al to me, anda reason of renewed affliction. r 
* * * * 


But | feel the supporting staff of the great 1 AM sus- 
taining me. . . , * 

I still indulge a hope of seeing and conversing with 
you personally, unless it be the will of God, that we 
should ail commence our acquaintance in heaven. 
Mrs. **** is very feeble, desires an interest in your 
prayers. 1 believe it will yet be said of you, that you 
have been an instrument in the hand of God, of con- 
verting our whole family to him, and I pray that you 
may be instrumental in converting thousands more. I 
ain happy to inform you that we have had a revival of 
religion in this place. Many souls have been brought 
to the knowledge of God, and many more are inquiring 
the way. About a week since, I saw two happy souls 
rejoicing in God, one aged ninety-eight, the other thir- 
teen. . 7 ? * 

It would give me unspeakable pleasure to see your 
dear church,and evento behold the place where my dear 
departed niece was blest with the sound of your voice. 
O, happy soul! I can now rejoice in God, that he has 
taken her to himself, though it was very hard to part 
with her. [do believe I shall meet her again, in heav- 
en, where we shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more, and God shall wipe all tears from our eyes. 

* aa * * 


ee 


Charleston, Sept. 18, 1821. 
REV. MR. WILSON, 
Dear friend— * * * JT am happy to inform 
you, my dear friend, that my love for the cause of the 
blessed Jesus remains the same: and | do from my 
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heart desire no portion but my God. O! may the 
Lord be our preserver, and enable us to submit to his 
divine will. re informed, by a Providence paper, 
of the death of your beloved son, which caused my heart 
to mourn, as it strongly reminded me ol all the tender- 
ness which you manilested to me in my troubles. | 
have thought much of Mrs. Wilson, in Ler deep alflilic- 
tion, but can do no more, my ever valucd {riends, than 
to commit you to the care of him whio lias loved you, 
May he direct and keep you, giving you strength for 
every trial. May his love prevent every discourage- 
ment, and be an earnest to you of future glory. Mes. 
**** cince the death of her beloved husband, has been 
happily converted to God, and she is now convinced, 
that all her afflictions have worked together for her 
good. | often think, how gracious the Lord has been 
in drawing us to him, when we were gone astray like 
poor lost sheep, from the great Shepherd and Bishop of 
our souls, though the means seemed grievous at the 
time. * * * * 

ipueapent of visiting Providence, is not so great 
as when 1 wrote last. : ¢ . 

I often think of you, and wish to be with you, in your 
hours of worship. I have not joined myself to any 
church, as | do indulge a hope, that I yet may find my 
long sought home, and be united to a dear people, where 


my dear departed niece was first awakened. 
* * * * * 


Remarks.—The extent of blessing produced by the Lecture of Ms. 
Wilson, which has been referred to in these extracts, will never prob- 
ably be estimated until the consummation of all things, and the right- 
eous shall be gathered into the kingdom of their Father. We have 
seen that it was instrumental in, or led to the hopeful conversion of 
several souls ; some of whom have winged their way to the regions 
of love. We do not make this remark to speak of the honour con- 
ferred upon the Rev. Gentleman, but to again recognise the affair as 
highly singular ; he being made the instrument of converting several 
souls whom he never saw, and under the circumstances which the 
above extracts develope. 
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PHE SHAKING QUAKERS. 
RELIGIOUS TENETS. 


Ann Lee equal to Jesus Christ. 


The Shakers believe Ann Lee to be equal to Jesus 
Christ. ‘They say that “the perfection and glory in 
the natural creation was not completed until the wo- 
man was taken out of the man, and placed in their pro- 
per order. Whatever essential glory man might have 
possessed, it would not have been declarative so long 
as he existed alone, that is, without a correspondent 
object, to increase or augment his glory. And, there- 
fore, the Lord God said, it is not good that the man 
should be alone, | will make him an help according to 
that order, which is before him. Upon the same prin- 
ciple it was not good for Christ Jesus to be alone in the 
glory of his kingdom, and the perfection of that victo- 
ry which he gained over the spirit and power of the 
fall. Nor could the true glory of what he gained ever 
have been declared or made manifest, without a cor- 
respondent object united to him in a joint relation. 
That woman in whom was manifested that spirit and 
word of power, who was anointed and chosen of God 
to reveal the mystery of iniquity, to stand as the first in 
her order, to accomplish the purpose of God in the 
restoration of that which was lost by the transgression 
of the first woman, and to finish the work of man’s final 
redemption, was Ann Lee. The man who was called 
Jesus, and the woman who was called Ann, are verily 
the two first foundation pillars of the church—the two 
anointed ones—the two first heirs of promise, between 
whom the covenant of eternal life is established—the 
first father and mother of all the children of regenera- 
tion, the first visible parents in the work of redemp- 
tion. And as the one was to be a child, born a son 
given, whose name should be called the everlasting Fa- 
ther, 30 the other was to be.as expressly fulfilled in one 
who should be called the everlasting Mother. 
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As certain as the carpenter's son was He who set the 
example of righteousness for all men; so certain the 
biacksmith’s daughter was she who hath set the exam- 
ple of righteousness for all women; and in her proper 
order is, the Lord our Righteousness, or God manifested 
: the flesh, according to the promise of the latter 
day. me 

Jesus Christ was only Man.—The Shakers believe that 
Jesus Christ was mere man. They say he was given 
as a perfect pattern for every person to follow; ac- 
cording to the measure of his dispensation, the charch 
was as really the body of Christ, a body as really an- 
oited as the man Jesus was, while visible on earth; and 
God did as really dwell in the one as in the other. 

Confessions of Sins.—It is required of every person. 
before he can join the Society, to confess his sins to 
one or more of the elders. ‘They affirm that contess- 
ing their sins to them, is confessing them to Christ who 
dwells in them. 

They pardon Sin—After confession they grant par- 
don and remission. As the Son of Man (say they) had 
power on earth to forgive sins, so he gave the same 
power unto his followers whom he had chosen to give 
the knowledge of salvation to the world, which treas- 
ure was committed to earthen vessels. Whosesoever 
sins they remitted, they were remitted unto them; and 
whosesoever sins they retained, they were retained. 

Gift of God—They protess to be directed and gov- 
erned i all things by immediate revelation, which is 
called the gilt of God. It was first communicated by 
the Lord to Ann Lee, and has been transmitted to her 
successors, and thus handed down to the whole com- 
munity. Nothing can be done acceptable, either of a 
temporal or spiritual nature, except it be done in obe- 
dience to this gift. They affirm that no one can attain 
verfection without yielding to it. 

The benefit of Christ's death extended to departed sprrits.— 
The Shakers believe that Jesus Christ, after his death. 





*Christ’s second appearing. 
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visited tne world of spirits, and preached deliverance 
to those who died in sin and impenitence, in former dis- 
ensations ; tendering to each pardon. Accordingly 
lother Ann, and other Shakers, declare that many tn- 
habitants of the other world have returned, and con- 
fessed their sins to them. 

They deny the Atonement.—* We do not (say they) be- 
lieve in imputed righteousness, the doctrine ot Atone- 
ment, nor Christ’s making satisfaction for sin.” 

Universal Salvation—* We believe (say they) the 
Gospel has the power of it, will be offered to every 
soul, if not in time, in eternity; and finally will prevail 
and conquer, and bring creatures back from whence 
they are fallen; and every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue contess Christ, to the glory of God” 

Marriage—Marriage is considered incompatible 
with holiness. They consider it the source and foun- 
tain of all sin, and maintain that those who live in this 
state, live after the flesh; and therefore cannot serve 
God acceptably. They are exhorted to reject all al- 
fection for relations ; even for father, mother, brother, 
sister and wife. 

Willenum.—They assert that Christ has in them 
made his second appearance, without sin unto salvation ; 
that they enjoy the Millenium, and that the Messiah's 
reign on earth will never be visible except in the hearts 
of his people. 

}¥ar— They bear a decided testimony against war- 
fare, and say that none are Christians who advocate it. 

Oaths.—Their practice in this respect is similar to 
that of the Quakers—they object to oaths, but affirm. 

Language—They do not use the plain language, 
thee and thou, according to the custom of I tients but 
reply tor the affirmative, yea; for the negative, nay. 

Worship. —Their worship is very singular, they say 
that when their church was brought into order they 
were led by the gift of God to go forth into the dance ; 
accordingly this exercise constitutes their principal 
worship. On the Sabbath they repair to their meet- 
inghouse, following each other, two by two, the women 
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enter at one door, and the men at another, and con- 

| tinue separate during worship. They generally begin 

F the meeting with singing an anthem, expressive of their 

faith, and redemption from sin; only one part of a tune ) 

is sung by both sexes, and that simultaneously. ‘They 

sing loud and shrill, and seemingly very spiritually. 

No discord is heard, but perfect concert and harmony. 

During this part of their devotion some are seen to 

tremble and shake. When over, the minister delivers 

heal an address to the people, and frequently expatiates on 
| the necessity of being prepared to worship God in the 

Af dance, and finally bids them to be ready for labour. 
They then, or before, throw off their coats, and com- 
4} mence aregular and sometimes swift step towards the 

ih it elders, who stand in front, and sing some lively tune, 
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similar to those played on the violin at country dances, 

They draw forward a little distance, then exercise 
their feet a few seconds, after which they suddenly turo 
about, recede, and again advance, and thus alternately 
for one or two hours. Sometimes they go promiscu- 
ously about the house; at other times they pass sud- 
denly around the room, clapping their hands. Some of 
them are occasionally seized with fits of turning sud- 
denly on the heel like a top, with violent bodily agita- 
tion, which often lasts for more than an hour. Some 
now and then speak in an unknown tongue. They 
never pray vocally, but all kneel and each prays for him- 
self, in silence. When the meeting is closed, they all 
retire inthe same order in which they came. 

Church Government—The oftlicers are, Elders and 
Vpn} Deacons, the former have the superintendence of the 
Society the latter transact the temporal affairs. 

lll things in common.—It is expected that all who 
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Va} join the Society will give up their property but it may 

he be retained if preferred. There is no distinction made 
Hi] among them in a pecuniary point of view, they have all 
ie things i in common like the primitive Christians. 





Society divided into families—Their settlements are 
made up of several large houses, neat and convenient. 
Fach house contains about seventy persons; the wee 
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inen live in one part and the men im the other. They 
profess to regulate themselves afier the example of a 
well-ordered “fainily. An elder takes charge of the 
men: and an elder sister, of the women. 

Other Peculiarities—The Shakers dress remarkably 
plain and neat. Assoonas they rise in the morning, 
and when they lay down in the evening, and also be- 
fore and after every meal, they kneel by the side of the 
bed or table. ‘They rise at half past four in the morn- 
ing, and retire about nine. ‘The men are not allowed to 
commune with the women, except in the presence of 
some of the brethren or sisters. It is contrary to the 
gift fora man to be alone with a woman. They some- 
times have union meetings, when they all assemble, sit 
and converse, and smoke their pipes. If a man is on 
ihe road, from home, alone in a carriage, it is contrary — 
to order for him to permita woman to ride with him, 
on any account whatever. 

It is contrary to order to leave any thing out of place ; 
consequently they have nothing lost or mislaid. Clean- 
liness in every sense is strongly enforced. None are 
allowed ever to spit on the floor. <A dirty, slovenly, 

careless, or indolent person, they say, cannot travel 
inthe way of God, or be religious. Ie is contrary to 
order to talk loud, to shut doors with violence, to rap 
hard at a door for admittance, or to make a noise on 
any occasion; even when walking the floor they must 
step light, and with care. Every one must be employ- 
ed, and work steadily and moderately. They exercise 
various mechanical arts, and prosecute some branches 
of manufactures with much ingenuity and skill. When 
any are sick they have the utmost attention, care and 
kindness paid to them. When a man is sick, if there 
is a Woman among the sisters that was his wife before 
he believed, she, if in health, nurses and waits upon 
him. Ifany transgress the rules or order of the socie- 
ty, they are not held in union until they confess their 
transgression, and that often on their kness. Each 
church in the different settlements has a house, called 
the office. where all business is transacted, either 
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among themselves, or with other people. Each family 
deposits in the office all that they do Wot require for 
their use, a portion of which is distributed by the dea- 
con to proper objects of charity. They have given 
much to the poor, affirming that it is much more bless- 
ed to give t than receive. ‘They spare no pains in en- 
deavouring to instill their religious principles into the 
minds of their own people and others. Visitors are 


treated with the greatest respect and kindness, free of 


expense. They say that those who apostatize from 
their faith, become miserable objects of pity and dis- 
tress. They appear very humble, innocent, and devo- 
tional, and profess to enjoy a freedom from all sin. At 
an interview with one of the old Shakers on the subject 
of their faith, he repeated the lines of Pope : 


‘© What conscience dictates to be done, 
Or warns me not to do, 
This, teach me more than hell to shun, 
That, more than heaven pursue.” 
W. B. 


On Difference of Sentiment among Christians. 


Messrs. Epirors—In reflecting on the difference of 


sentiment among professing christians of diflerent de- 
nominations, and in lamenting their frequent hostility 
towards each other on account of it, | have been led to 
inquire, Why a difference on a subject of perhaps mi- 
nor importance, should beget a hardness, and even a 
settled enmity between those who acknowledge each 
other as christians, once lost in the gulf of sin and mis- 
ery, saved by the same hope, and striving to walk in the 
same narrow path to the mansions in heaven? In pur- 
suing this inquiry, [ was led to the conclusion, that it 
is, from a disposition in human nature to concern our- 
selves very hitle with those things in which we are all 
agreed but to confine our attention almost exclusively 


fo those in which we differ. We are very certain that 
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our own opinion is right to the last jot and tittle; and 
just as certain, of course, that the opinion of others is 
wrong, just so far as it is inconsistent with their own. 
We, therefore, set zealously about reforming them; 
sometimes, perhaps, with the purest motives, that of 
leading them into the light of truth, that they may re- 
joice with us in every cheering ray it affords. But 
more generally our motive for bringing our opinions in- 
to collision with those of others, is to display our supe- 
riour sagacity im discovering truth, or our superiour 
ability to defend it, or to compel our opponent to ac- 
knowledge his errour, and substitute our truth in its 
stead. 

Whatever be our motive, we proceed generally in 
nearly the same manner. We bring forward our strong 
arguments, those which have convinced ourselves, or 
upon which we have adopted our opinion, (if indeed 
we have founded our opinion in argument;) if not, we 
bring forward the strongest reasons which present 
themselves, or which we can contrive in support of the 
opinion which we have adopted from ielas or from 
its favour with some favourite friend. But the same 
process is going on also in the mind of our opponent. 
He brings forward also his strong arguments ; and each 
wonders that the other is not convinced. We at first 
conclude that our reasoning is not understood; but 
finding our opponent obstinate after he understands it, 
we begin to suspect that he is unsound in the faith; we 
conclude at length, that he, whose views of the chris- 
tian system are so entirely wrong, cannot himself be- 
long to the family and house of Christ. But even if we 
form not so unfavourable an opinion of him, at the best 
we continue harping upon the contested point, with a 
kind of malignant good humour, (more frequently, how- 
ever, with open hostility ;) and never suffer ourselves to 
take mutual comfort in those things in which we are 
agreed. Nay, we almost forget that we agree in any 
thing ; while, in fact, we may agree in every thing ex- 
cept one or more points, and these too, perhaps, pointe 
of inferiour importance. 
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Whilst reflecting on this subject, | have thought that 
a remedy might be written in afew words, which would 
be efficacious to removing apathy with regard to the 
Jeast article of christian faith and practice, 10 less, than 
to the curing of that dreadful malady of which we com- 
plamu—the enmity of christians against each other, on 
account of trifling differences. My recipe is simply 
this, « Love the christian, while you labour against his 
errours.” 

This recipe honestly followed, would remove a mal- 
ady, loathsome in itself, and so very fatal in its eflects, 
that even the blind perceive that those who have a 
name to live, are dead. How do the enemies of the 
cross of Christ blaspheme, when they see the unlovely 
“oss arrayed inthe bosom of the Christian, agatust 

uis fellow Christian! How does Satan himself triumph, 

when he finds that the professed followers of the Lamb, 
are, from the influence of a slight difference of opinion, 
actuated by the principles which govern the kingdoms 
of darkness! But let our recipe be honestly followed, 
and the babe in Christ shall be nourished up into sound 
doctrine ; the enemies shall be ashamed, and Satan 
shall find that, though he may be able for a moment to 
instill into the minds of some, principles contrary to the 
doctrine of Christ, yet that this shall be the extent of his 
influence; these principles shall not be able to excite 
animosity and discord among brethren; and he shall 
find too, that charity, which covereth the multitude of 
sins, which rejoiceth not in iniquity, but in the truth, 
shall relieve from his sophistry, those who have been 
deceived by him. 

Let the Christian who perceives an errour ina broth- 
er, go to that brother in the spirit of the gospel; let him 
lay the truth before him; let him show its superiour 
harmony with the system of gospel doctrine; let him 
feel and strive to impress upon his brother, the impor- 
tance of maintaining ¢ruth, rather than our own opinion ; 
and [I conclude that brother will seldom fail to be re- 
claimed from this errour. If however, it should be 
the case, if he should still coutinue to believe his own 
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system, the system of truth—let the Christian beware of 
the temptations of Satan; let him see that he harbours 
no ill-will agaimst another for his opinions’ sake; but 
instead of continually harping upon this disputed point 
to the exclusion of every other topick of conversation, 
let him rejoice with his brother, in the great things of 
salvation in which they must agree. because they are 
woven with every thread of their religious experience 
throughout the whole course of their sptritual exist- 
ence. Let them mutually rejoice in these, and pray 
for and with each other in those things wherein they 
differ, that the truth may be made manifest to them. 
that they may rejoice together therein. Dd. W. F. 


REGENERATION. 


Regeneration is a change perfectly distinct from a 
reformation of life, however extensive that reformation 
be; such a change of the heart as pre-supposes its 
evil condition, and that though we retain our natural 
faculties, the heart is in the most abject, corrupted, and 
forlorn condition—without the passions affecting ob- 
jects which renders a new creation necessary; there 
must be a new disposition of the heart. The bent of 
the will, the direction of the passions, the habitual 
principles, motives, and ends, must be different from 
what they were before; the taste and inclination must 
be different, the whole state and nature, in short, dif- 
ferent. Here is the work of God! man cannot teach 
the soul: but it is upon it, that God’s new creating in- 
fluence is principally exerted, and the result forms a 
wide line of discrimination between a divine work upon 
the soul and mere human efforts. ‘The moving princi- 
ple of the new-created soul in all that it does ina moral 
point of view, that no longer a regard to character, or 
the advancement of temporal interest, nor even the 
fear of hell merely, and hope of heaven, though it is 
very powerfully influenced by these; for ail these are 
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no more than the motives which naturally mmpel every 
man to action, and may exist where the heart is tu iis 
native uuregenerate state, but its moving principle ts 
love—ihe love of God, which av unregencrated mar 
never felt.—Henry Martyn. 


For the Rhode-Island Bapti-: 


Mr. Evrror— 

A friend to the cause of religion hias thought that 
it might instruct himself and perhaps lead some of ihe 
readers of your work to a more familiar acquaintaice 
with scripture, if he should occasionally prepare tor 
your pages some explanations and ilustrations of difl- 
cult passages from such judicious authors as he is ae- 
quainted with. 

To over-strained critical remarks, he is opposed— 
but to fair and honest, unprejudiced, humble inquiry, 
he is friendly. A love of eriticism has led to many 
evils, and too much indulged in becomes a foe to real 
piety ofheart. It is remarked, by Hannah More, that 
holy scripture was given to be searched, not to be eritr- 
cised: “ written for our /earning,” not for our cavilling: 
given, not to be pertly scrutinized, but to be “ inwardly 
digested”—not to make us wise in our own conceits. 
but to make us wise unto salvation: and questions on 
which hang all our hopes and fears, are not to be spee- 
ulated upon, as if they were questions of physick and 
history, and explained till they become contradictions. 

The study of the.secriptures is a most important one. 
both with respect to our present and our eternal wel- 
fare. Its laws are “ undefiled, converting the soul. 
More precious are they than gold, yea, than much fine 
gold; sweeter also than honey, or honey comb.” 
The study of the scriptures, then, should be most care- 
fully attended to. Each one who peruses the Bible 
should remember that he does not do so to confirm 
him in any party opinions—that he reads it to learn 
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what he should do to please God. That all systems of 
faith must be brought to the test of his word, ‘and that 
it is Hmptous to strain any language he there may find, 

to the support ofany opinion he may have derived trom 
the doctrines of men. Leteach man who really thinks 
seriously on religion, thank his heavenly father, that he 
has given him grace to think at all about it, and ask 
him to shed light upon the:pages which were inspired 
by him, while he humbly and “prayerfully reads them. 

He m: iy and will derive much very important aid from 
the labours of others, but let him be cautious that he 
rely not wholly on such assistance. It requires no lit- 
tle labour, and no small e xpense of time, for any one 
to become a very perfect master of the Bible. It isthe 
work of a life. to understand all to which the different 
books refer, and yet we must know the partical: ir cir- 
cumstances, under which some things were wrifen to 
comprehend them at all. Permit me, then, to affix a 
jew remarks on our Lord’s sermon on the Mount, and 
the following passages. 

Betore offering the following illustration for your 
pages, I should wish it to be anderatood: that | shall 
not always aim at originality of thought, or expression: 
such an end being almost beyond the reach of any one, 
whose object ts what i have stated mine to be. 

Some explanation of our Lord’s manner of preaching 
may be necessary. Whoever examines his discourses 
with attention may find in them a certain character and 
manner of speaking peculiar to him. This consists in 
raising matter of instruction and moral reflection from 
the things which were at hand—which presented them- 
selves to him and to his audience. 

Hence it is that his sermons to the people, and his 
conversation with his disciples, allude, perpetually, to 
the f2me of the year, or to the place where he was, or to 
objects surrounding him, or to the occupations and cir- 
cumstances of those to whom he addressed himself, or 
to the state of publick affairs. Of this. several exam- 
ples might be produced. —[ will instance in those which 
may be | taken trom his sermon on the Mount. 
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lu the spring, our Saviour weut into the fields and 
sat down on a mountain, and delivered that discourse 
which is recorded in Matthew v. vi. vil. and which is 
full of observations arising from the things which offer- 
red themselves to his sight: wheu he exhorted his dis- 
ciples to frust in God, he bade them behold the fowls ot 
the air, which were then flying about them, and were 
fed by divine Providence, though they did not sow nor 
reap, nor gather into barns. He “bade them take notice 
of the lilies of the field, which were then blown, and 
were so beautilully clothed by the same power, and yet 
toiled not like the husbandmen who were then at work, 

Being tna place wheuce they had a wide prospeet 
of a cultivated land, he bade them observe how God 
caused the sun to shine, and the rain to descend upon 
the fields and gardens, even of the wicked and ungrate- 
ful, aud he continued to conv ey his doctrine to them 
under rural images, speaking of good trees and cor- 
rupt trees—of knowing men by their fruits—of wolves 
in sheep's clothing—ot grapes not growing upon thorns, 
nor figs on thistles—of the folly of casting precious 
things to dogs and swine—of good measure pressed 
down n and shaken together, and 1 running over. 

Speaking at the same time to people, many of whom 
were fishermen, and lived much upon fish, he says: 
What man of you, should his son ask a fish, will he give 
hima serpent? ‘Therefore, when he said in the same 
discourse to his disciples, Ye ave the Light of the world, a 
cily that is set ona hill cannot be hid. \t is probable that 
he pointed to a city within their view, situated upon the 
brow of a hill; and when he compared every person 
who observed his precepts to a man who built a house 
upon a rock, which stood firm, and every one who built 
his house upon the saud, which was thrown down by 
the winds and flood. W hen he used this comparison, he, 
probably. had before his eyes, houses standing upon 
high ground, and houses in the valley, in a ruinous con- 
dition which had been destroyed by inundations. 
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Wien he was by the sea shore, he spake three par- 
ables to the people concerning asower, because it was 
then, probably. seed time. 

And when he spake of the fig tree, which bad borne 
no fruit for three years, and was'to be cut down if it 
produc ‘ed none the next year, he alluded, perhaps, to 
the time that he had spent in preaching to the Jews, 
as well as to their obstinacy and to the punishment 
which would follow it.—( Vide Jortin Dis. 


C. 


1 short account of the last illness and death of Susan Wy- 
val; who departed this fe on Thursday, Oct. 25, 1810, 
in the thirteenth yeur of her age. 


Miss Wyval removed from her residence near Her- 
ring Bay, forthe benefit of a change of air, to Annapo- 
lis. ‘The first time I saw her, she was in the last stage 
of a consumption, much emaciated, and very weak in 
her body; but possessing a mind serene and tranquil, 
and eniirely resigned to the will of the great Supreme. 
«For ashort time,” said she, “I trod the gay circle, 
but soon found it was all emptiness and vanity; and my 
soul thirsted afier more permanent happiness. Not 
finding it in any thing else, | sought it in religion; and 
about eleven years ago, it pleased God to convert my 
soul! and in religion TL found that happiness. which the 
world could not give. | was the first who experienced 
conversion inmy father’s family. [had my trials; but 
the Lord supported me; and since that time, three of 
my sisters have died triumphantly tn Jesus. 

L observed to her, that notwithstanding she was very 
weakly, it was possible she might be restored to health 
again. She replied, “Just as the Lord pleases; | 
wish to have no will of my own.” While I was praying 
for her, she was so happy, that she could not refrain 
from praising God aloud. I visited her often during her 
illness, and always found her exulting in the prospect of 
elory. which opened before her, or calmly waiting for 
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the hour of release. About ten days before her disso- 
Jution, I found her filled with that joy which is un- 
speakable and full of glory ; shouting and praistig her 

adorable Lord and saviour, for what he had done lor 
her soul; and for the boundless prospects of glory, 
which opened to her transported vision ! 

When I drew near her bedside, she thus addressed 
me: “ Allis well, my brother! Complete victory! No 
doubt, no fears! O that | could tell you what I feel; 
and what views have of glory! My tongue cannot ex 
press it!” 


** Angels assist our mighity joys! 
Strike all your harps of gold ; 

But when \ 0) raise your highest noles 
His love can ne’er be told!’ 


“Go, my flesh, and be refined in the dust, and be pre- 
pared to dwell in heaven for ever! Praise him! QO, 
help me to praise the Lord!” ‘The place was truly 
awlul ou account of the divine presence! every per- 
son in the room was bathed in tears, while she was 
clapping ber emaciated hands in token of victory! 
The next time I saw her, she was in great pain, and 
pressed sore by heavy affliction; but still * in patience 
possessing her soul.” Upon my asking her how she 
was, she replied, + Just on this side Jordan.” * My 
bodily affliction is great.” I said, | hope your faith 
does not fail; she replied with a smile, « No, blessed 
be God, neither life, nor death, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 


creature, shall be able to separate me from the love of 


God in Christ !” 

The day before her departure, | called to see her, 
and found her surrounded by female triends, in an ee- 
stacy, pouring out hier soul in torrents of praise to God. 
in language which seemed to be almost more than hu- 
man! Upon my approaching the bedside, she cried 
out, * The chariots are waiting! Victory! complete 
victory! O, what glory opeus to my view! Could | 
but tell you the sweetness that I feel! Never did | 
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fecl any thing like this before. The day 1s broke! 
blailhim! bail him! haiwhim!* And repeatedly clapt 
he r dying hands i triumph over the king olf terrours, 
She then re quested us to pray and praise; after which 


she eried out iu these beautitul and solemn lines of the 
poet: 


‘Soon shall I feel my heartstrings break ! 
How swe t my minutes roll ; 

\ mortil paleness on my cheek ! 

And giory in my soul!” 


Then she said, «The convoy of angels is waiting— 
surely see them! Raising at the same time her tee- 
ble hands, and exe riing every power of soul and body, 
as if she w ould rise io meet the celestial messengers : 
“Glory!” © Praise him!” «Hallelujah !”? « Victo- 
ry!" and » Hail him!" «+ Hail him!” were alternately 
poured forth from her quivering lips, and faultering 
tongue. 

About three hours before her spirit returned to God, 
{saw her again for the last time on this mortal shore. 
Death had then nearly completed his conquest over all 
in ber that was mortal. She was tn the last struggle, 


just passing through the stream of death, with weeping 


friends silently viewing the arduous conflict. Her rea- 
son still maintained its empire. 

When I asked her, shall we pray and praise God with 
you, she couid but just articulate, “Yes; O yes!” 
Wheul asked her, if Jesus was still precious ? with 
the last effort of expiring nature, she said,“ Yes!” 

Not long after this. like an expiring lamp, as the set- 


ting sun without a cloud, she fell asleep in the arms ot 


Jesus! 


« Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his!” Amen.— Methodist Mag. 





Remark.—lt having been mentioned, that the article 
in our last, entitled “desultory thoughts.” contained an 
ofleusive personality ; we have the pleasure to state, 
that we called on the Rev. Gentleman to whom allusion 


was made. and he frankly confessed, that it did not 
make that I Impression on his mind. 
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hor the R. I. Baptist. 





} STANZAS: 


Oceasioned by the unusual brilliancy of the horizon, Sept. 13, 1821 





Stay, fleeting Glory! hasten not so soon, 

But take my weary spirit home with thee 
| To that eternal and unclouded noon, 
: Where comest nor darkness, night, nor misery. 


Alas! ’tis gone, the chill and hurtling clouds, 
Have swept each trace of radiance far away 

Ev’n so the heavy pall of sorrow shrouds 
The early promise of a golden day. 





And shall we o’er earth’s transient pleasures mourn 
As frail, as tickle, and as false they are ! 

Still to these tinsel trifles shall we turn, 
Deride their counsel, and defy their snare ’ « 








Dear Saviour! I will kiss the chast'ning rod, 
Which brought my rebel reason back to thee ; 
Which reconcil’d me to a holy God, 
Through that rich blood, that flow’d on Calvary. 





No fading pleasures do I covet now ; 
But oh! Thy boly influence impart ; 

May meekness, sacred halo, grace my brow, 
And keen contrition pierce my guilty heart. 


Jesus, my God, oh! grant a quick reprieve 
From sorrow, and from Satan’s hatetul sway . 
This gloomy prison, gladly would I leave, 
To dwell with thee in an eternal day. 


The shells of an oyster, sometimes, enclose a pearl. The follow- 
ing homely stanza contains an invaluable truth, which ought to be 
deeply impressed on the heart of every christian. 


When is it Christian’s all agree 
And let distinctions fail ? 

When nothing in themselves they see, 
And, Christ is all in all. 











Notice. —The Ruope-Istanp Baptist is published monthly, at the 
Journal Office, Providence, R. 1, Terms, 12 4-2 cents each number, 
payable on delivery. 




















